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Area  Office, 

Health  Clinic, 
Rowlands  Hill, 
Wimbome  Minster, 
Dorset 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Centlemen, 

I present  ray  Annual  Report  for  1972, 

"The  old  order  changeth,  yielding  place  to  new" 

At  least  one  generation  of  writers  has  bemoaned  the  fact 
that  v/hen  Aneurin  Bevan  initiated  the  otherwise  admirable  National 
Health  Service  in  19^8  his  labours  gave  birth  to  triplets  which  there- 
after pursued  courses  so  often  emulated  by  siblings,  if  they  did  not 
actually  hate  each  other  as  they  grev/  up  they  could  not  be  said  to 
have  overwhelmed  each  other  with  brotherly  love.  They  were  fostered 
out  to  very  different  parents,  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Executive 
Councils  and  Local  Authorities,  Hoxvever,  the  gradually  developing 
pressure  to  unify  has  been  accompanied  by  examples  of  co-operation  in 
the  field  sufficient  to  lend  force  to  the  arguments  for  unification, 
but,  like  the  man  who  was  an  uncommon  time  a, -dying,  the  unified  health 
service  has  been  an  uncommon  time  a-hatching  but  the  egg  is  not  addled 
and  the  shell  Yri.ll  break  through  on  April  1st  next.  The  vrork  force 
involved  will  be  anxiously  waiting  for  some  feathers  to  growl. 

TEN  &REEN  BOTTLES 

The  first  G-reen  Paper  on  unification  emerged  in  July  I968, 

It  was  intended  to  provoke  discussion,  .lifter  consideration  of  over 
four  hundred  documents  and  consultation  vri.th  nearly  fifty  organisations 
the  government  of  the  day,  through  Richard  Crossman,  Secretaiy  of  State 
for  Social  Services,  issued  in  Eebruary  1970  a second  Green  Paper,  This 
made  firm  decisions  on  the  frame-xvork,  and  tentative  proposals  on 
details  intended  for  further  discussion. 

The  firm  decisions  vrere  firstly  to  administer  the  unified 
national  health  service  not  through  local  authorities  but  by  area  health 
authorities  directly  responsible  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Social 
Services,  Secondly,  to  establish  the  administrative  boundary  to  be 
draYvn  betvreen  the  national  health  service  and  the  allied  services 
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remaining  with  local  government,  that  is,  public  health  and  personal 
social  services.  Thirdly,  to  ensui'e  that  the  new  area  health  authori- 
ties woiald  match  the  new  local  authorities. 

To  meet  strong  criticism  about  the  absence  of  involvement  of 
local  people  in  the  r-jnriing  of  the  health  service  below  the  area 
authorities  the  area  boards  were  proposed  to  be  about  doubled  from  the 
original  conception  of  about  forty-flve,  to  about  ninety,  and  district 
committees  of  each  area  board  were  to  be  set  up  on  which  local  people 
could  contribute  to  the  raaaning  of  the  service. 

The  absence  of  regions.!  planning  arrangements  had  also  been 
criticised,  especially  for  hospitals,  and  so  it  was  proposed  to  establish 
about  fourteen  regional  health  councils  with  a main  function  of  advising 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  area  health  boards  on  hospital  and 
specialist  plans  for  the  regions,  and  on  postgraduate  education.  The 
areas  were  to  predominate  and  v/ere  to  include  local  elected  members  of 
the  various  health  professions o 

This  document  transpired  to  be  part  of  the  swan  song  of  the 
government  but  the  new  government  v;as  equally  committed  to  pressing  on 
with  unification  and  recommenced  the  process  bj’  issuing  in  May  1971  a 
Consultative  Document  which  was  in  effect  a third  Green  Paper,  This 
again  laid  dovm  certain  basic  considerations  and  left  others  for 
negotiation,  the  main  differences  from  the  second  Green  Paper  being 
the  formal  establishment  of  regional  authorities  as  strong  second  tiers 
on  the  gromds  that  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  government's 
determination  to  run  a huge  health  organisation  on  efficient  manage- 
ment lines  for  the  central  government  department  to  tiy  to  directly 
supervise  eighty  to  ninety  area  authorities.  The  interposition  of  a 
fiill  scale  second  tier  raised  the  spectre  of  a b'jreaucratic  bronto- 
saurus and  the  goverrm.ent  were  at  peins  to  a'  cic.  this  image  by  laying 
great  emphasis  upon  the  clear  definitaon  and  allocation  of  responsi- 
bilities tlrroughout  the  syctem,  \.irh  ■•j;a;^i':.\r  ueDegaticn  dovnwards 
matched  by  accountability  upwards’'. 

The  area  authorities  , co--'’;crminou.s  vm.th  t]:ie  proposed  new 
local  authorities,  were  to  be  the  operational  units  responsible  for 
planning,  organising  and  cdnii'nisterlng  herl!:h  ca-'-e  services  within 
their  areas,  and  resycnsible  also  for  managing  the  comruinity  health 
services  to  be  run  by  one,  two  or  throe  ’'distri.ei;s’%  based  on 
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distriot  general  hospitals,  the  fourth  tier,  the  ground  floor  of  the 
pyramid.  Each  area  would  administer  its  districts  through  a team 
of  officers,  to  include  a "district  community  physician"  whose  functions 
will  be  unlike  that  of  former  medical  officers  of  health  or  of  regional 
hospital  board  administrative  officers  in  that  they  will  comprehend  a 
much  wider  and  unified  conception  of  provision  of  health  care.  The 
district  community  physician  was  to  be  responsible  for  the  provision 
of  medical  advice  to  the  new  Local  Authority  district  councils,  although 
the  Hunter  Report  on  Medical  Administrators  envisaged  this  particular 
fimction  as  being  performed  by  a medical  officer  from  the  area  tier, 
as  also  subsequently  did  the  Working  Party  on  Collaboration  with 
Local  Authorities, 

The  Consultative  Document  also  annoimced  the  pending  initi- 
ation of  a Management  Study  Group  and  Steering  Committee  to  examine  the 
existing  administration  of  the  individual  parts  of  the  N.H.S,,  the 
recommendations  for  the  organisation  of  medical  and  nursing  work  made 
by  the  Cogwheel  and  Salmon  Reports  respectively,  and  the  recommendations 
of  the  Hunter  Working  Party  on  Medical  Administrators,  and  finally  to 
recommend  the  best  form  of  management  structure  for  the  new  health 
service. 

In  order  to  make  sure  that  the  new  local  authorities  continued 
to  have  medical  advice  necessary  to  their  functions  in  education,  the 
personal  social  services  and  environmental  health,  the  Doc\ament  proposed 
the  establishment  of  a Working  Parly  on  Collaboration  and  Co-ordination 
between  the  new  local  authorities  and  the  new  health  authorities. 

The  Document  announced  that  the  Central  Department  itself 
was  being  reviewed  with  the  help  of  management  consultants. 

On  membership  of  the  various  authorities  the  Document's 
proposals  were  different  from  those  of  the  Second  Green  Paper,  although 
more  explicit.  Emphasis  on  management  expertise  required  selection 
on  managerial  ability  rather  than  by  election, 

Ml  the  regional  board  members,  including  the  chairmen,  were 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Health  arid  Social  Security 
after  consultation  with  the  main  local  authorities,  health  professions 
and  universities.  The  area  health  authority  members,  numbering  about 
fifteen,  will  have  their  chairmen  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
some  members  appointed  by  the  local  authority,  one  or  two  by  the  local 
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medical  and  dental  school  and  the  rest  hy  the  Secretary  of  State,  again 
after  consultation  with  interested  organisations  including  the  main 
health  professions,  and  including  at  least  two  doctors  and  one  nurse  or 
midwife  acceptable  to  their  professional  organisations  in  the  area. 
Assuming  that  the  xoniversity  representative  is  likely  to  be  a doctor, 
there  will  be  three  doctors  among  a total  of  fifteen  board  members, 
and  the  Dociament  accordingly  states  that  strong  professional  advisory 
machinery  should  be  established  at  regional  and  area  level. 

The  chairmen  of  regions  and  areas  may  be  remunerated  on  a 
part-time  basis. 

'The  Second  G-reen  Paper  responded  to  dhticism  about  the  lack 
of  representation  at  local  level  by  proposing  the  setting  up  of  district 
committees  in  each  area  with  half  their  membership  to  be  composed  of 
local  people.  The  present  government  felt  that  this  would  lead  to 
confusion  and  has  chosen  instead  to  require  the  area  authorities  to  set 
up  community  health  councils  for  each  of  its  districts,  the  populations 
of  Vifhich  are  likely  to  be  two  to  three  himdred  thousands.  Such  councils 
will  be  appointed  after  consultation  v/ith  a vri.de  range  of  interested 
local  organisations,  will  be  consulted  on  the  development  and  operation 
of  the  health  services  in  the  district  and  will  have  the  right  to 
visit  hospitals  and  institutions.  It  will  produce  an  annual  report. 

The  Document  proposed  to  convert  the  present  Executive 
Councils  administering  the  family  practitioners  service  into  committees 
set  up  by  the  area  authority,  but  dealing  direct  vrith  the  central 
department,  and  separately  financed. 

The  area  health  authority  vrill  be  closely  concerned  vrith 
plans  for  the  development  of  general  practice,  e.g,  health  centres, 
health  visitor  attachments,  and  collaboration  with  local  authority 
social  services. 

There  were  to  be  special  arrangements  for  teaching  districts. 

THE  milTE  P.'iPER  - N.H.S.  EE ORCIiEI EDITION,  ENG-Iu"UD 

The  i'?hite  Paper,  the  penultimate  publication  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  National  Health  Service  Reorganisation  Bill,  appeared  on 
the  1st  August  1972  and  followed  closely  the  lines  of  the  Consultative 
Document.  The  Bill  itself  was  published  on  15th  November  1972.  It 
established  the  necessary  framework  but  left  much  detail  to  be  dealt 
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within  subsequent  Regulations  and  Orders.  Tv/o  outstanding  contro- 
versial subjects  were  settled.  It  transferred  the  school  medical 
service  to  the  N.H.S.  and  established  health  service  commissioners  to 
investigate  complaints  not  otherv4.se  dealt  with  to  the  satisfaction 
of  complainants. 

A staff  advisory  committee  started  work  in  the  Autumn.  CSiaired 
by  Sir  Richard  Hayward  it  settled  down  to  considering  procedures  for 
transferring  staff  and  safeguarding  their  interests. 

In  January  1973  a proposal  for  testing  certain  management 
hypotheses  produced  by  the  Management  Study  G-roup  and  Steering  Committee 
in  three  or  four  pilot  areas  was  made  and  Dorset  and  Bournemouth  were 
chosen  as  one  such  area. 

The  Wortdng  Party  on  Collaboration  with  new  local  authorities 
divided  into  three  sub-committees  to  study  the  various  facets  of  collab- 
oration which  would  need  to  emerge  and  the  sub-committee  on  environmental 
health  issued  a semi-confidential  report  in  May  1972  which  was  well  received. 

The  present  intention  of  the  government  is  that  the  District 
Community  Physician  will  be  the  individual  responsible  for  advising  the 
new  District  Councils  but  there  is  considerable  doubt  whether  the  mani- 
fold duties  of  this  post  would  permit  the  incumbent  to  devote  the 
necessary  personal  attention  to  this  function  likely  to  be  acceptable 
to  the  new  Councils,  The  Local  Authority  Organisations  have  already 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  medical  adviser  appointed  through  the  N.H.S. 
to  advise  on  environmental  health  matters  should  be  a named  officer 
acceptable  to  both  parties  and  accountable  primarily  to  the  local 
authority  in  so  far  as  its  relevant  statutory  duties  were  involved.  There 
seems  to  be  a case  for  the  "proper  officer",  as  he  has  been  called,  being 
appointed  from  the  area  health  authority  v/ith  prior  consultation  and 
agreement  with  the  one  or  more  district  councils  involved,  especially 
since  the  new  district  councils  vd.ll  be  by  no  means  necessarily  co- 
terminous vd.th  the  health  district. 

So  much  organisation  remains  to  be  elucidated  that  it  becomes 
apparent  that  quite  senior  posts  in  the  new  N.H.S.  will  still  not  have 
been  filled  by  April  1974  and  the  smooth  functioning  of  the  new  service 
vn.ll  depend  in  no  small  measure  upon  the  goodvd.ll  of  numerous  officers, 
continuing  to  perform  the  same  functions  as  hitherto  vd.th  the  prospect 
of  gradual  change  facing  them  for  perhaps  years  ahead. 
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S.47  NmONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  19A8  and 


.AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 


The  case  of  a stalv/art,  independent  retired  military  gentle- 
man who  was  retaining  his  independence  increasingly  tenuously  came 
vinder  consideration  during  the  year.  The  old  man  had  been  for  some 
time  a . cause  of  anxiety  in  his  neighbourhood  and  vvould  have  necessitated 
institutional  care  earlier  had  it  not  been  for  a great  deal  of  care 
and  attention  from  a neighbouring  housemfe.  He  was  a severe  risk  to 
himself  and  others  on  the  adjacent  road  but  steadily  resisted  advice 
from  numerous  vrell  wishers  to  go  into  a guest  house  and  latterly  a 
nursing  home.  It  was . considered  advisable  to  let  matters  rest  as 
they  were  and  one  has  little  doubt  that  the  decision  proved  justifiable. 
The  old  man  has  since  died  in  hospital  to  where  he  was  removed  by  his 
doctor  following  an  emergency  call,  having  enjoyed  a long  life  and 
retained  his  independence  to  the  very  end. 


1970  report  referred  to  the  gradual  movement  westwards 
across  Europe  of  rabies,  primarily  amongst  foxes,  secondarily  trans- 
mitted to  dogs,  cats,  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  badgers,  deer,  bats  and 
a few  humans.  Bearing  in  mind  that  a rabid  rabbit  will  bite  a dog 
no  animal  vdth  rabies  is  safe  for  humans  and  the  risk  of  contracting 
rabies  on  the  Continent  is  a burdensome  one  which  we  do  not  face  in 
this  country.  France  has  now  had  some  five  years  experience  and  has 
taken  increasingly  vigorous  steps,  yet  the  disease  is  continuing  to 
spread  steadily  westwards  towards  the  Channel.  In  1972  over  100,000 
foxes  were  destroyed  in  France  in  an  effort  to  thin  out  the  primary 
vector.  Frenchmen  are  not  so  addicted  to  dogs  and  cats  as  v/e  are  and 
one  wonders  if  we  should  be  if  we  experienced  the  hazards  of  living 
with  rabies.  Time  may  yet  provide  the  ansvror,  but  in  the  meantime 
France  is  becoming  tougher  and  tougher  in  its  efforts  to  stop  the 
spread  of  the  disease,  ¥e  still  have  dogs  smuggled  into  this  country, 
who  knows  how  many?. 


O 


/Smallpox 


Smallpox  continues  to  raise  alarm  despite  the  great  advances 
made  by  the  W.H.O,  in  co-operation  vdth  developing  countries  in  the 
eradication  of  this  ancient  and  still  deadly  disease.  One  case  anywhere 
in  the  U.K,  provokes  repercussions  throughout  the  country  since  so 
many  people  are  immediately  involved  by  requiring  advice  and  vaccina- 
tion in  order  to  go  abroad  on  holiday. 

In  1972  even  cholera,  another  ancient  scourge  of  the  human 
race,  came  nearer  to  home  and  a few  cases  returned  to  this  country 
from  abroad,  but  our  healthy  environment,  particularly  our  generally 
excellent  water  supplies,  protect  us  from  any  serious  involvement. 

Infectious  hepatitis,  not  the  same  disease  as  serum  hepatitis, 
and  now  a notifiable  disease,  crops  up  sporadically  and  necessitates 
contact  tracing*  Certain  categories  of  contacts  can  be  protected,  if 
notification  is  prompt  enough,  by  administration  of  a highly  concen- 
trated and  purified  extract  from  suitable  human  blood,  a sort  of 
instant  antibody,  and  pregnant  women  are  particularly  advised  to  seek 
this  protection  since  their  very  busy  livers  are  very  susceptible 
to  major  and  even  fatal  damage  from  this  viiais,  which  can  be  trans- 
mitted by  faecal  contamination  of  food  and  drink  and  probably  by 
droplet  infection  through  the  atmosphere  from  person  to  person. 
Unrecognised  cases  are  common  and  provide  the  reservoir  from  which 
stem  the  full  blown  cases.  This  parallels  the  mode  of spread  of 
poliomyelitis,  and  much  research  is  being  devoted  to  finding  a vaccine 
Vidth  v/hich  infectious  hepatitis  could  be  as  successfully  banished  as 
has  been  poliomyelitis. 

Infectious  mononucleosis,  or  glandular  fever,  a bugbear  of 
young  adults  and  children,  often  striking  at  students  and  interfering 
seriously  with  studies  is  another  disease  currently  attracting  much 
research  attention. 

The  appalling  deformities  which  can  be  produced  in  the  irnibom 
child  by  infection  of  the  mother-to-be  vri.th  German  Measles  virus  are 
now  vrell  established  and  fairly  vrell  knovai.  The  vaccine  to  combat 
this  disease  is  now  years  past  the  "drav.dng  board"  stage  and  the  only 
problem  remaining  is  to  administer  it  to  the  susceptible  group,  that 
is  girls  v/ho  have  not  already  had  the  disease  and  before  they  can 
become  pregnant  (and  older  women,  vri.th  special  precautions  and  an 
appropriate  blood  test).  This  sounds  very  simple  but  is  in  fact 
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seriously  complicated  administratively  by  widespread  and  continuing 
ignorance  of  the  fact  that  a history  of  alleged  German  Measles  does 
not  correlate  with  the  presence  of  antibodies  in  the  blood;  the  latter 
is  the  only  true  safeguard,  and  since  it  is  impracticable  to  attempt  to 
take  blood  for  analysis  from  every  schoolgirl  the  only  safe  procedure 
is  for  every  girl  to  be  given  the  vaccine,  v/hich  is  a very  satisfactory 
one.  Tie  are  a considerable  way  from  achieving  this  aim. 

Likewise  measles,  which  is  theoretically  capable  of  being 
banished,  ebbs  and  flows  amongst  the  childhood  population  because  we 
cannot  persuade  a sufficiently  high  proportion  of  parents  to  have  their 
babies  immunised. 

These  diseases  provide  examples  of  the  vital  need  for  health 
education  for  the  propagation  of  v;hich  iie  hov7  have  a Health  Education 
Council,  In  this  context  mention  needs  to  be  made  of  water  fluoridation 
and  the  prevention  of  dental  disease,  the  second  biggest  waster  of 
industrial  time,  and  the  prevention  of  the  toll  of  smoking  and  of  V.D., 
especially  amongst  young  persons.  Health  education  is  to  be  a 
function  of  the  new  unified  health  service  and  it  is  to  be  profo\mdly 
hoped  that  -this  facet  of  the  new  giant  vjill  be  adequately  funded  and 
staffed. 


The  customary  tables  and  information,  and  the  report  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  follow  in  their  usual  format. 

This  is  presumably  my  penultimate,  if  not  final,  report  under 
the  old  title  of  "Medical  Officer  of  Health"  and  my  future  description 
(officiall)  v/ill  not  be  established  for  some  time,  \Thatever  it  becomes 
for  me  and  my  colleagues  one  may  hazard  the  guess  that  the  general  public 
vri.ll  be  thoroughly  confused  by  it  since  the  title  "M.O.H."  has  come  to 
mean  something  in  the  more  than  one  century  of  its  existence,  but  progress 
cannot  be  made  without  change  and  so,  as  Tennyson  has  King  Arthur  say  - 
""^he  old  order  change th,  yielding  place  to  new". 

May  I finally  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  for  whom  the  old  order  changes  equally  dramat- 
ically, for  their  courtesy  and  consideration  during  the  year. 
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ITC.IL  OFFICER  OF  HEL’JiTH 


SEPTEIvIBER  1975 


SmatAHI  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres.. 61,717 

Population  as  estimated  by  Registrar  General  - mid  year.  13,275 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  1972 £294,575 

Estimated  product  of  Ip  rate  at  1st  April,  1972 £ 4,380 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st  December, 

1972  ..  . 3,875 


AS  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GEKERAL 


BIRTHS  FiALES  mCALES  TOTAL 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 92  9^  188 

Illegitimate 7 9 l6 


DEATHS 

All  ages  75  63  138 


Blandford  Rural 

England 

Adminis trat ive 

District 

&.  Wales 

County 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

14.5 

14.8 

14.9 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

10.3 

12.1 

10.3 

/SECTION  A 


11 


SECTION  A 


PREVALENCE  OE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Infective  Hepatitis^, 11 

Measles 51 

Malaria  1 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  cases  on  "Wie  register  is  as  follows: - 

onary  Non-Pulmoi 

Males  12  6 

Females  0 1 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS 


Poliomy 

elitis 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Whooping 

Rubella 

Measles 

Oral 

Cough 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P R 

P R 

P 

P 

163 

165 

269 

169  390 

163  141 

107 

143 

P = Primary  course 
R = Reinforcing  dose 


HEAP  TESTING  AND  BCG  VACCINATION  OP  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 
AGED  13  YEARS  IN  BLANDPORD  AND  DISTRICT 


295  children  were  tested  and  of  these  A4  were  found 
to  give  a positive  reaction.  18  had  been  given  BCXJ- 
previously.  23A  children  were  vaccinated  with  BCG 
vaccine. 


SECTION  B 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  situated  in  Dorchester  and  provides  a 
free  service  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  human  specimens, 
food,  milk  and  water. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  provided  by  the  Dorset  County  Covincil.  Control 
is  centralised  in  Dorchester  and  the  service  operates  from  Castleman  House. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Dorset  County  Council  provides  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  once  a month  in  the 
Health  Clinic  in  Blandford  where  other  services  are  also  grouped,  including 
the  school  dental  services  for  the  area,  speech  therapy,  audiometry,  family 
planning,  special  examinations,  cervical  cytology,  chiropody  for  the  elderly 
and  ante-natal  classes.  The  area  Health  Visitors  are  based  on  this  Clinic. 
The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  attends  the  Clinic  three  times  weekly. 
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/SECTION  C 


SECTION  0 


STATISTICAL  T.ABIES , 1972 


Cause  of  death 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  , , , 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ... 

Diabetes  Mellitus  ...  ... 

Avitaminoses,  etc.  ...  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc.  ,. 
Hypertensive  Disease  ...  ... 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease..  ... 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  . . . 
Cerebrovascular  Disease  , ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
Pneumonia  • . » . • • . • • 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Ur inary  System 

Congenital  Anomalies  

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  .. 
Total  All  Causes 


Male 


3 

8 


1 

1 

28 

5 

16 

1 

3 

hr 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

75 


Female 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

20 

h 

11 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 


1 

63 
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/Report 


AIWUAL  REPOBT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


In  an  otherwise  quiet  and  imeventful  year  there  are  two 
items  worthy  of  mention.  The  first  was  a concerted  attack  in  the 
only  way  at  that  time  open  to  us,  on  the  "Blandford  Biting  Fly”.  In 
the  light  of  the  best  knowledge  then  available  it  was  considered  advis- 
able to  clear  areas  of  weed  from  the  Stour  and  tributaries.  This  was 
done  by  volunteer  labour  comprising  the  Civic  Societies,  members  of 
the  public,  local  schools,  youth  clubs,  and  a detachment  of  the  mili- 
tary. 

It  was  our  advice  that  we  shoiold  clear  the  weed  before 
emergence  of  the  insect,  which  limited  operations  to  the  period  of 
approximately  three  weeks.  There  was  much  to  be  learnt.  It  was  at 
first  envisaged  that  the  use  of  hooks  and  rakes  would  be  the  easiest 
way  of  working  but  as  the  job  progressed  it  became  apparent  that  the 
most  successful  (and  most  uncomfortable)  v/ay  of  attacking  the  problem 
was  to  lift  the  weed  by  hand  from  the  river  bed  and  bucket  it  to  the 
shore,  v/here  it  was  then  treated  with  insecticide.  This  cold,  wet 
work  was  delayed  by  a period  of  rain  and  increased  turbidity  of  the 
river  and  at  one  stage  vrork  had  to  be  called  off  for  a weekend  because 
the  whole  thing  was  thought  to  be  too  dangerous.  In  the  end  oonsi.lerable 
tracts  of  river  bed  adjacent  to  the  centres  of  population  were  complete- 
ly cleared  and  in  as  much  as  there  can  be  any  significance  in  a 
completely  uncontrolled  experiment  the  ensuing  year  brought  far  less 
complaints  than  for  a veiy  considerable  time. 

The  second  event  was  the  now  annual  Steam  Fair  at  Stourpaine 
which  appears  to  have  gro^m  larger  and  more  international  every  year, 
l^e  main  problems  from  the  public  health  point  of  view  fall  into  three 
classes:  the  enormous  r\m  on  temporary  toilet  facilities,  the 
sudden  blossoming  of  overnight  food  stalls  and  more  recently  the 
provisions  of  the  Safety  in  Fair  Grounds  legislation. 

The  problem  in  a small  Authority  is  not  so  much  the  amount 
of  work  but  the  very  limited  time  available  in  which  to  inspect  the 
necessary  documents  and  carry  out  various  checks  on  all  other  aspects 
of  these  items.  In  spite  of  this  the  event  is  immensely  popular, 
brings  an  influx  of  interested  people  to  the  area  and  again  passed 
off  v/ithout  serious  complications  this  year. 


1. 


/The  value 


The  value  of  precautionary  legislation  relating  to  fire 
equipment  ¥ra,s  demonstrated  one  evening  duidng  the  summer  when  at  a 
local  garage  which  has  a split  level  forecourt  a motorist  drove  his 
car  straight  over  one  of  the  pumps,  leaving  the  whole  lot  suspended  in 
space.  The  violent  fire  that  ensued  was  quickly  dealt  v/ith,  only 
because  the  proprietor  had  extinguishers  in  excess  of  those  normally 
required  - a sobering  thought. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a new  "Revopak"  S & D machine  was 
purchased  and  delivered,  being  put  into  service  to  replace  the  1S61+ 
Pakamatic  vifhich  has  done  long  and  hard  service  for  the  Council. 


POOD  CONDEMNED 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 
Canned  Goods 
Assorted  foodstuffs 


195  lbs 
103  items 
953  items 


In  addition  the  following  commodities  were  seized: - 

12  Cakes 

2 Pruit  Pies 

1.0  Kg,  Pressed  Meat 


PACTORIES 

No,  on  Register  Inspection 


factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,3,^  and  6 

are  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  1 1 

factories  not  included  in  (l)  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 38  8 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local  Authordty  (excluding 

out-workers  premises)  0 0 


/Cases  in  which 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  IEEE  POUND 


Particulars  Pound  Remedied  Referred  Referred  Number  of 

To  H.M.  By  H.M,  Cases  in 
Inspector  Inspector  which 

Prosecution 

Instituted 


Want  of  Cleanliness 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitaiy  Accommodation 

One 

One 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

SEPTIC  TANKS 

The  number  of  septic  tanks  emptied  during  the  year  was  950 

WASTE  PAPER 

Tip £85.92 

PREVENTION  OP  DAMA&E  BY  PESTS  ACT 


Number  of  initial  visits  5^8 

Number  of  re-visits  403 

Visits  for  other  reasons  210 

Major  Infestations  (rats)  33 

Major  Infestations  (mice)  31 

Minor  Infestations  (rats)  312 

Minor  Infestations  (mice)  79 


SmmARY  OP  VISITS  DURINO  THE  YEAR 


Housing  Acts  5^7 

Public  Health  215 

Pactories  11 

Infectious  Diseases  2 


/Petrolc  1 


16 


SmmARY  OF  VISITS  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Petroleum  Regulations  41 

Interviews  136 

Rodent  Control  133 

Refuse  Collection  238 

Offensive  Trades  6 

Other  Visits  68 

Meetings  25 

O.S.R.  Act  ......  22 

Food  & Drugs  Act  112 

Clean  Air  Act  2 

Civic  Amenities  Act  53 

Noise  Abatement  Act  ..............................  3 

Scrap  Uetal  Dealers  Regulations 3 

Sampling 75 

Pet  Animals  5 

Magistrate  s Court  1 

Abandoned  Vehicles  


SalLVAGE 


Rags  £7  *00 

Aluminiiom £8.00 

Brass  £1.50 

Iron  £24.85 

Batteries  £2.20 


HOUSING 

New  Houses  Completed  by  Local  Authority 
With  State  assistance  for  rehousing  .... 
With  State  assistance  for  other  purposes 
Without  State  assistance  

Nevj  Houses  Completed  by  Other  Persons 

With  State  assistance  

Without  State  assistance  


11 

0 

0 


/N 


ew  Houses  , 
commenced 
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Nev/  Houses  Commenced  during  the  Year  but  not  yet  Completed 

By  Local  Authorii^  . . ; AO 

By  other  Persons  1A2 


Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  informal  action  ... 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  vdth 


Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  Made  

Number  of  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  . . . 

Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  'which  undertakings 

Accepted  . 

Number  of  Houses  Demolished  othervdse  


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


WATER  S.giPLES  TAKEN 


31  (of  these  15  vrere  unsatisfactory) 
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